May 17, 1994
G\P #48
MEMORANDUM

TO District Directors
Envi ronnment al Heal th Managers
Envi ronnmental Heal th Supervisors
Environnmental Health Specialists

FROM Donald J. Al exander, Director
D vision of Onsite Sewage and Water Services

SUBJECT: Sand Filter Systens Permtted Under |ndividual VPDES or
NPDES Perm ts Which Do Not Di scharge
Di scharge - Permts - Enforcenent

After the adoption of the Alternative D schargi ng Sewage
Treat ment System Requl ations for Individual Single Famly
Dwnel lings, certain inplenentation and enforcenent issues were
identified by several |ocal health departnents. A D scharge Task
Force was created to address those issues. This GW is a result
of the task force's efforts.

Sand filter systens designed for sewage flows of |ess than
1000 gal | ons per day which were permtted under individual VPDES
or NPDES permts nust register under the Departnent of
Environnmental Quality's (DEQ GCeneral Permt and obtain an
operation permt fromthe Departnent of Health (VDH) when their
current VPDES or NPDES permt expires.

I f one of these sand filter systens discharges and neets the
construction standards contained in the Alternative D scharging
Sewage Treatnent Requlations for Single Famly Dwellings
(Discharge Regulations) in effect at the time of construction,
then no nodification of the existing systemis necessary. |f one
of these sand filter systens di scharges
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regul arly as desi gned, but does not neet the construction

requi renents contained in the Discharge Regulations in effect at
the tinme of construction, then GW #30 should be followed to
determ ne what, if any, nodifications to the system should be
required.

| f, after registering under the General Permt, one of these sand
filter systens which was permtted under an individual VPDES or
NPDES permt does not discharge regularly (as it was designed to
do), the owner should be asked to submit a plan for bringing the
systeminto conpliance. It should be noted that in lieu of
renovating the sand filter that the owner in sone cases nmay
obtain a variance to the nonitoring requirenents contained in the
Di scharge Regul ations. Variances will be considered on a case by
case basis. |If the system has not been brought into conpliance
within a reasonable period of time, then a Notice of Violation
shoul d be sent to the system owner and the | ocal health
departnment shoul d take appropriate enforcenent action.

pc: Ofice of Environnmental Health Services
Cal M Sawyer, Ph.D
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